
From Vinča to Resava – Along the Paths of Our Ancestors is the result of many years of 
dedicated research, the careful collec�on of historical sources, and though�ul reflec�on on a region 
whose historical, cultural and spiritual significance extends far beyond its geographical boundaries. 
Although the narra�ve begins in the village of Medveđa, in the Resava region of central Serbia, the 
author gradually unfolds a much broader story—one of historical con�nuity, of genera�ons who 
shaped and preserved their communi�es, and of families whose lives contributed to the iden�ty not 
only of a single region but also of the Serbian na�on as a whole. 

The historical scope of this work spans several millennia. Beginning with the Neolithic 
heritage of the Vinča culture, one of Europe's earliest and most remarkable prehistoric civiliza�ons, 
the book leads the reader through An�quity, the medieval Serbian state, the centuries of Otoman 
rule, the na�onal revival and libera�on movements, and finally into the contemporary era. 
Throughout this long historical journey, the Resava region emerges as a place where cultural 
memory, tradi�on and local iden�ty have endured despite profound poli�cal and social 
transforma�ons. 

One of the book's greatest strengths lies in its interdisciplinary approach. Historical research 
is complemented by archaeological discoveries, ethnographic records, archival documents, family 
genealogies, oral tes�mony and a rich documentary corpus. Together these diverse sources create a 
comprehensive and coherent picture of both the region and the people who inhabited it. As a result, 
the book transcends the framework of a conven�onal local history and becomes an important 
contribu�on to the preserva�on of historical memory and cultural heritage. 

Equally significant is the author's research methodology. The material presented here was 
not merely collected; it was carefully verified, systema�cally compared and cri�cally evaluated. 
Archival sources were examined alongside field research, oral histories, family records and relevant 
scholarly literature. Such a method makes it possible to place individual events, family histories and 
local tradi�ons within a broader historical context, providing the reader with a reliable and well-
documented account of the past. For this reason, the book should be understood not simply as a 
compila�on of historical facts, but as a thoroughly documented tes�mony to a significant part of 
Serbia's cultural and historical heritage. Its value lies not only in the richness of its material, but also 
in the scholarly care with which that material has been researched, interpreted and presented. 

A dis�nc�ve place within this work is occupied by its genealogies and family chronicles. They 
are presented not merely as lists of names or successive genera�ons, but as living tes�monies to the 
con�nuity of families, communi�es and the na�on itself. Through the lives of ordinary men and 
women, the author demonstrates how the great currents of history are reflected in everyday 
experience and how individual memories gradually become part of a people's collec�ve historical 
consciousness. In this way, history acquires a profoundly human dimension, while family memory 
becomes an essen�al component of cultural heritage. 

At a �me when the rapid pace of modern life and the constant flow of informa�on o�en push 
historical awareness into the background, works of this kind acquire par�cular importance. They 
remind us that history is far more than a sequence of dates, poli�cal events or military campaigns. 
It is an ongoing dialogue between the past and the present, shaping both personal iden�ty and 
collec�ve memory. Without an understanding of our origins, it is difficult to understand the present 
and even more difficult to build the future responsibly. 

Although the geographical focus of the book is the Resava region and, more specifically, the 
village of Medveđa, its message reaches far beyond the boundaries of a single locality. It speaks of 
universal human values: belonging, family memory, cultural iden�ty, responsibility toward previous 
genera�ons and the obliga�on to preserve inherited tradi�ons for those who will come a�er us. For 
that reason, this volume is intended not only for readers interested in Serbian history, but also for 



anyone who believes that the history of a na�on is best understood through the lives of its people, 
their families and their communi�es. 

Another important quality of this work lies in the fact that the author does not regard the 
past as a closed chapter of history. On the contrary, he presents it as a living founda�on upon which 
contemporary iden�ty, cultural awareness and social responsibility con�nue to be built. Rather than 
offering defini�ve answers to every historical ques�on, the book encourages readers to reflect, to 
inves�gate further and to engage in an informed dialogue with the past. In this sense, it is 
simultaneously a historical study, a documentary record, a collec�on of family histories and an 
invita�on to future research. 

The three reviews that follow have been writen by authors of different professional 
backgrounds, yet all share a profound apprecia�on of the importance of historical memory, cultural 
heritage and na�onal iden�ty. 

Aleksandar Avramović, a dis�nguished journalist, publicist, and former Editor-in-Chief of 
radio and television, examines the book from the perspec�ve of an experienced observer of Serbia's 
historical, social and cultural development. His review emphasizes the historical con�nuity reflected 
in the book and highlights the author's me�culous research as a valuable contribu�on to the 
understanding of Serbia's past within its broader European and civiliza�onal context. 

Ljubiša Bata Vujić, a veteran journalist, publicist, and Editor-in-Chief of radio and television, 
approaches the work from a deeply reflec�ve perspec�ve. His essay extends beyond a conven�onal 
book review, becoming a medita�on on historical memory, na�onal iden�ty and our moral 
responsibility toward previous genera�ons. Drawing inspira�on from the celebrated words of the 
great Serbian Enlightenment thinker Dositej Obradović—"Books, my brothers, books, not bells and 
ratles"—Vujić reminds us that knowledge, educa�on and cultural memory remain the most 
enduring founda�ons of every na�on. 

Sanela Simić, a communica�on specialist and librarian, evaluates the book from the 
standpoint of documentary heritage, bibliography and cultural preserva�on. Her review underlines 
the significance of systema�cally collec�ng, organizing and preserving historical sources, recognizing 
the volume as an important contribu�on to safeguarding writen heritage and as a valuable resource 
for future historical and regional research. 

Although writen independently and from different professional perspec�ves, all three 
reviews arrive at the same conclusion: From Vinča to Resava – Along the Paths of Our Ancestors is 
far more than a local chronicle. It is a carefully documented tes�mony to the historical con�nuity of 
a region, to the people who shaped it across genera�ons, and to the enduring cultural memory of 
the Serbian na�on. 

The reader is therefore invited to embark on a journey that extends across thousands of 
years—from the Neolithic civiliza�on of Vinča to contemporary Resava. Along this path, 
archaeological discoveries, historical documents, family genealogies, oral tradi�ons and personal 
tes�monies are woven together into a coherent narra�ve that demonstrates how individual lives 
contribute to the broader history of a people. The past is presented not as something distant and 
concluded, but as a living founda�on upon which the present is understood and the future 
responsibly built. 

At a �me when globaliza�on and the accelera�ng rhythm of modern life increasingly 
overshadow local tradi�ons and family histories, works such as this remind us that iden�ty is never 
an abstract concept. It is shaped by memory, language, culture, inherited values and respect for 
those whose lives and sacrifices have made the present possible. 

If this book inspires its readers to explore the history of their own families, their communi�es 
and their cultural heritage, if it encourages them to ask new ques�ons and seek deeper 



understanding, then it will have fulfilled one of its most important purposes. History is not only what 
happened in the past; it is also what we choose to preserve for the future. 

For that reason, From Vinča to Resava – Along the Paths of Our Ancestors should be regarded 
as much more than a regional historical study. It is a testament to the enduring power of memory, 
to the strength of family roots and to the cultural con�nuity that survives because each genera�on 
accepts the responsibility of preserving it for those yet to come. 


